
 

 

January 22, 2017 
 
On the 7th of January I had the opportunity to baptize our baby granddaughter: Josie Elizabeth. 
It was an awesome opportunity to reflect on the Sacrament of Baptism two days before the 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, on January 9th. At the beginning of the Rite I said the words 
“Josie Elizabeth, the Christian community welcomes you with great joy. In its name I claim you 
for Christ our Savior…” I realized that my little granddaughter was never going to be alone and 
that she was about to become a daughter of a King. We all are baptized into the family of God, 
the Church, so that we may never ever walk alone in this world. At times, in the darkness, we 
may forget that we are royalty, sons and daughters of a King, and miss those opportunities of 
recognizing how much we are loved and cared for. Whenever we bless ourselves with Holy 
Water we remember our baptism and that we are sons and daughters of God the Father and 
we can have an encounter with Jesus or perhaps know that we are in the presence of God 
whenever we are at work or play, whenever we are at school or home, or perhaps when we are 
in the presence of the poor, the sick, the incarcerated, the lonely or the dying. At the end of the 
Rite of Baptism I had the opportunity to bless my son with the words: “bless the father of this 
child. He and his wife will be the first teachers of their child in the ways of faith. May they be 
also the best of teachers, bearing witness to the faith by what they say and do, in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” My granddaughter, Josie Elizabeth, is in good hands because we are a holy people, 
sanctified by God, in the presence of God.  
There are a lot of people who start their New Year off with a resolution. One of the most 
popular resolutions is to lose weight with a better diet and more exercise. It seems as if that’s 
one of those resolutions that I make every year. But perhaps we should also make a resolution 
for our spiritual life. An exercise for our heart and soul so that we may have an encounter or 
rather recognize we are having an encounter with Jesus Christ. Let us remember our own 
baptism and know that we are sons and daughters of a King and that we never walk alone. 
“Josie Elizabeth, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Wishing you all a blessed year, 
Deacon Franklin 


